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comparison with St. Petersburg, was more dignified than
the practice of the imperial Court. It is true that I had
already received this impression in Louis Philippe's time,
during whose reign it became quite the fashion in France
to distinguish oneself in the direction of excessively free
and easy manners, and of abstention from courtesy, espe-
cially towards ladies. Although it had become better in
this respect during the Second Empire, the tone in offi-
cial and Court society and the demeanour of the Court
itself still remained below the standard of the three great
eastern Courts. Only in the Legitimist circles aloof from
the official world were things different both in the time
of Louis Philippe and in that of Louis Napoleon; there
the tone was faultless, courteous, and hospitable, with oc-
casional exceptions of the younger gentlemen spoilt by
their contact with Paris, who borrowed their habits not
from the family but from the club.

The Emperor, whom I saw for the first time during
this visit to Paris, gave me to understand in several inter-
views, but at that time only in general phrases, his de-
sire and intentions respecting a Franco-Prussian alliance.
His words were to the effect that these two neighbouring
states, which by reason of their culture and their institu-
tions stood at the head of civilisation, were naturally thrown
upon each other's assistance. Any inclination to express
before me such grievance as might arise from our refusal
to join the Western Powers was kept out of the foreground.
I had the feeling that the pressure which England and
Austria exercised in Berlin and Frankfort to compel us to
render assistance in the western camp was much stronger,
one might say more passionate and rude, than the desires
and promises expressed to me in an amicable form, with